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Because  of  exceptionally  large  farm  egg  production  in  January  and  February  the  into- 
storage  movement  began  earlier  and  the  early  season  movement  was  much  1  arger  th i s  year  than  last. 
Inthefirst  two  weeks  of  April,  stocks  of  shell  eggs  increased  at  a  much  slower  rate  than  a  year 
earlier,  apparently  because  of  the  large  proportion  of  cooler  space  occupied  and  the  limited 
quantities  of  wooden  egg  cases.  The  weekly  net-into  storage  movement  of  frozen  eggs,  on  the  other 
hand,  continued  to  average  heavier  than  a  year  earlier.  The  shell  egg  equivalent  of  all  shell 
and  frozen  eggs  in  storage  in  the  United  States  on  April  I  totaled  8.4  million  cases  compared 
with  5.9  million  cases  on  April  I,  1943. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


ITEM 


Lavers  on  farms,  number   

Net  disappearance  from  f  locksl    .  . 

Number  of  eggs  laid  per  ben  

Total  farm  production  of  eggs  .... 
Stocks,  eggs,  U.  S.  :a 

Shell   

Frozen   

Total   

Apparent  egg  disappearance,  civilian: 

Total  shell  egg  equivalent  .... 

Dried  egg  production   

Commercial  hatchery  operations: 

Eggs  set   

Chicks  hatched  

Receipts: 

Poultry,  dressed,   four  markets    .  . 

Poultry,  live,  Chicago  

Poultry,   live,  New  York  

Poultry,   live,  Midwest,   per  plant  . 

Fowl  (hens),  live,  Midwest,  per  plant 

Young  9tock,  live,  Midwest,  per  plant 
Stocks,  poultry:  2 

Broilers   

Fryers   

Roasters   

Fowls  (hens)   

Turkeys   

Ducks   

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified    .  . 

Total  poultry  

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

Eggs,  per  dozen  

Eggs,   parity  price  per  dozen    .   .  . 

Eggs,   percentage  of  parity  .... 

Chickens,  per  pound  

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pound 

Chickens,  percentage  of  parity    .  . 

Turkeys,  per  pound   

All  farm  commodities   (1910-14  =  100) 

Chickens  and  eggs  (1910-14  =  100)  . 
Wholesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Eggs,  standards,  per  dozen  .... 

Live  heavy  hens,  per  pound  .... 

Live  broilers,  per  pound  

Live  roasters,   light,  per  pound  .  . 

Live  roasters,  heavy,  per  pound  .  . 
Wholesale  prices,  New  York: 

Dressed  broilers,   25-30  pounds  per. 
dozen,  per  pound  

Dressed  roasters,   48-54  pounds  per 
dozen,  per  pound  

Dressed  fowls,   48-54  pounds  per 

dozen,   per  pound  • 

Cash  farm  income: 

Total  marketings  

Poultry  and  eggs  

Price  ratios: 

Chicago,  broiler-feed  

Chicago,   light  roaster-feed  .... 

Farm,   egg -feed  

Farm,  chicken-feed  

Farm,  turkey-feed  

Farm,  egg-laying  mash  

Laying  mash,  cost  per  cwt  

Feed  cost  per  cwt.,  farm  poultry  ration 
Wholesale  food  prices  (1935-39  =  100) 
Retail  food  prices   (1935-39  =  100) 
Prices  paid  by  farmers  including  in- 
terest and  taxes  (1910-14  =  100) 
Retail  prices  (BLS): 

Roasters,  dressed,  per  pound    .  . 

Eggs,  strictly  fresh,  per  dozen  . 
Nonagricultural  employees  compensa- 
tion  (1935-39  =  100)   


AVERAGE 

1943 

1944 

CURRENT  MONTH 
AS  PERCENT  CF 

PERIOD 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

YEAR 
EARLIER 

AVER  - 
AGE 

nX  L  L tot 

1933- 

4  2 

326  .5 

316 

.8 

419 

5 

411 

4 

440 

g 

434 

105 

137 

In-dsx  no. 

1988- 

42 

99  9 

99 

.8 

99 

0 

98.' 

8 

98 

9 

98.' 

5 

inn 

q  a 

y  y 

1938- 

42 

9.14 

14 

.  84 

10 

97 

16. 

76 

12 

13 

16. 

68 

99 

109 

Mil.  doz. 

1933- 

42 

249. 1 

378 

.6 

388 

7 

540. 

2 

445 

6 

563. 

6 

104 

149 

1988- 

42 

198 

1,  292 

974 

3,  236 

2,  008 

4,  416 

136 

342 

1938- 

42 

1,  314 

1,  592 

I,  507 

2,  645 

2,  629 

8.  968 

160 

249 

7    DdD  r/ioa 

1983- 

42 

\    K  1  4 

2,  784 

2,  481 

6,  881 

4.  637 

8,  374 

1  A  0 
14  L 

nn  i 

9V  1 

Mil.  doz. 

1938- 

42 

QF  A  ft 

340 

.  2 

293 

2 

358. 

4 

307 

.9 

349. 

6 

98 

108 

Alt*  1>C. 

20 

9 

28. 

9 

26 

.2 

81. 

1 

1  on 
lou 

IS*  7  7a  m 

— 



— 

263 

B 

443. 

4 

283 

6 

434. 

1 

98 

— 

n  u  ¥  nun 

— 



~  — 

129 

0 

275. 

0 

124 

.1 

284. 

9 

104 

— 

Mil.  lb. 

1933- 

42 

1  C  Q 

16 

.7 

16 

3 

13. 

8 

OA 

20 

4 

17 . 

6 

lot 

Mil.  lb. 

1988- 

42 

o«e 

4 

.  1 

1 

9 

1. 

6 

1 

8 

1. 

6 

i  no 

O  7 

V-  7  lh 
•     -  -  ,  « 

1988- 

42 

S  K 
o  .  D 

10 

.5 

9 

4 

11. 

8 

11 

8 

13. 

3 

1  1  9 

1  10 

1  97 

1  L  1 

1  ,UUV   *-o  • 

1933- 

•4  2 

ft    fi  fi 
O  •  D  D 

7 

.49 

5 

8 1 

2. 

79 

7 

56 

6. 

32 

1Q  1 

7  1 

1  tOOO  I'D. 

1933- 

4  2 

7 . 38 

g 

.  D  % 

A 

J  '3 
-i  O 

0 

6  . 

10 

c 

0 

Q9 

4  * 

K  1 

207 

69 

1933- 

42 

1 

07 

(. 

40) 

1 

26 

43 

108 

Mi  1  1h 

ft  \  \f  .      IrO  . 

1933- 

42 

10.7 

8 

.3 

6 

8 

3. 

1 

13 

6 

9. 

2 

297 

111 

Ui  I  1h 

1933- 

42 

8 

.4 

7 

2 

4. 

1 

17 

8 

12. 

9 

3 15 

154 

Mil.  lb. 

1933- 

42 

21 

.1 

21 

2 

10. 

6 

36 

9 

28. 

6 

270 

136 

Mil.  lb. 

1933- 

42 

in  c 

iy .  o 

14 

.3 

20 

1 

19. 

9 

69 

7 

45. 

5 

4 17 

3 18 

Ui  1        7  h 

Mil.       i  L  f 

1933- 

42 

3  A  K 
O  4  .  0 

28 

.4 

30 

0 

19. 

0 

47 

1 

36. 

5 

192 

129 

Ui  7       7  h. 
Mil.    10  • 

1938- 

4  2 

1 

.4 

1 

3 

0. 

7 

1 

6 

1. 

1 

15  / 

Ui  7       7  7. 

Ml  1 .    10 . 

1933- 

42 

in  n 

iy .  u 

14 

.8 

16. 

1 

9. 

5 

44 

3 

34. 

2 

OCA 
ODD 

231 

Ui  7       7  h 
Ml  I .    10  • 

1933- 

4  2 

96 

,7 

10 1 

7 

58. 

I 

220 

9 

168 . 

0 

9Q  Q 

17  i 
1(4 

uen% 

1933- 

42 

19.4 

17 

.0 

34 

2 

34. 

0 

31 

9 

30. 

1 

89 

177 

LenZ 

1933- 

42 

25.2 

22 

6 

30 

3 

28. 

4 

31 

8 

30. 

2 

106 

134 

Percent 

1933- 

42 

7  b 

75 

114 

120 

100 

100 

Cent 

1933- 

42 

13.7 

14 

.0 

22 

8 

23. 

5 

23 

7 

23. 

8 

1  ft  1 

1U  1 

1  T  ft 

1/  u 

Cent 

1933- 

42 

14 .7 

14 

.8 

18 

2 

18. 

4 

19 

4 

19. 

6 

1  ft  £ 
lUD 

loZ 

Percent 

1933- 

42 

93 

95 

125 

128 

122 

122 

Cent 

1938- 

42 

16.9 

16 

.7 

28 

7 

28. 

7 

32 

0 

31. 

3 

109 

187 

Index  no. 

1  Q99- 

1  JOO 

A  9 
4  u 

105 

1  n^ 

184 

192 

195 

196 

107 

Index  no. 

1933- 

42 

98 

91 

17  2 

17  2 

168 

162 

94 

178 

Cent 

1933- 

42 

20.7 

18 

9 

34 

9 

35. 

9 

33 

5 

31. 

9 

89 

169 

Cent 

1938- 

42 

18.0 

18 

.  2 

26 

0 

26. 

0 

24 

0 

24. 

0 

92 

132 

Cent 

1938- 

42 

19.0 

21 

.  1 

27 

0 

27. 

0 

27 

5 

27. 

5 

102 

130 

Cent 

1938- 

42 

19.8 

22 

.0 

31 

5 

31. 

5 

27 

5 

27 . 

5 

87 

125 

Cent 

1938- 

42 

21.8 

23 

.8 

33 

5 

33. 

5 

27 

5 

27. 

5 

82 

116 

Cent 

1933- 

42 

22.3 

22 

.2 

33 

5 

33 . 

5 

97 
O  f 

r 
O 

Q7 

E 
t> 

112 

169 

Cent 

1933- 

42 

93  A 

21 

.  2 

38 

0 

o  o 

A 

0 

6  1 

c 
E> 

0  1. 

C 
9 

99 

177 

Cent 

1933- 

42 

21 

.9 

32 

5 

32. 

5 

33 

5 

33. 

5 

103 

153 

Mil.  dol. 

1938- 

42 

586 

635 

1,  126 

1,  303 

1,  334 

118 

228 

Mil.  dol. 

1938- 

-42 

59 

73 

139 

199 

158 

114 

268 

Lb.  feed 

1938- 

-42 

15 .  L 

16 

.8 

13 

8 

13. 

3 

12 

2 

12. 

1 

91 

72 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 

1938- 

42 

16.6 

18 

.  1 

16 

1 

15. 

5 

12 

2 

12. 

1 

78 

67 

1933- 

-42 

16.6 

14 

.5 

18 

4 

17 

7 

14 

1 

13. 

2 

75 

91 

Lb.  feed 

1933-42 

12.1 

12 

.2 

12 

.3 

12. 

2 

10 

.4 

10 

4 

85 

85 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Dollar 
Dollar 

1937- 
1933- 

•42 
-42 

13.0 
1.23 

12 
1 

.9 
.23 

15 
11 

3 
1 

.4 
.1 
.07 
S6 

14. 

10. 
3 
1 

9 
9 

12 
92 

14 
8 
3 
2 

.1 
.9 
.60 
.  27 

13 
8 
3 
2. 

7 
4 

9D 

92 
77 
115 
1 19 

106 

10  0 

Index  no. 

1933- 

-42 

95.8 

95 

.6 

133 

8 

135 

8 

132 

.  1 

132. 

2 

97 

138 

Index  no. 

1933- 

-42 

97 . 6 

97 

.6 

133 

.6 

137 

4 

134 

.6 

134 

1 

98 

137 

Index  no. 

1933- 

-42 

129 

129 

159 

160 

170 

171 

107 

133 

Cent 
Cent 

1933- 
1933- 

-42 
-42 

30.3 
32.9 

30 
30 

.7 
.3 

45 

50 

.7 
.9 

46 

50 

.3 
.3 

44 

50 

.7 
.3 

44 
47 

9 
8 

97 
95 

146 
158 

Index  no. 

1933 

-42 

102.7 

104 

.9 

223 

.0 

227 

5 

257 

.6 

116 

251 

see   uecemue  r    j.y*to  *      a  i.  *  j  ai.u   

^nd  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  case  equivalent. 

3Fresh  firsts  February  and  March  1933-42  average  current  Receipts.  February  and  March  1943:  standards.  44  pounds, 
February  and  March  1944. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 

Summary 

Egg  production  on  farms  has  reached  the  annual  peak  for  19^  and 
because  of  the  prospective  decline  in  layers,  the  total  output  of  eggs  will 
decline  more  than  seasonally  until  the  annual  low  point  is  reached  in  November. 
In  the  past  3  years,  when  egg  production  was  expanding,  output  decreased  less 
than  seasonally  from  the  spring  peak  to  the  fall  low  point. 

Civilian  supplies  of  eggs  will  decline  less  rapidly  than  production, 
since  moderate  quantities  will  he  available  in  storage  to  supplement  current 
production.    In  the  closing  months  of  19^»  however,  supplies  of  eggs  for 
civilians  are  likely  to  be  smaller  than  the  record  supplies  of  a  year  earlier. 
Eor  1944  as  a  whole,  average  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  in  the  United 
States  is  likely  to  exceed  slightly  the  previous  record  reached  in  19^3« 
With  a  continued  strong  consumer  demand  for  eggs,  the  increase  in  prices  of 
eggs  from  below-ceiling  prices  to  the  fall  peak  is  likely  to  be  greater  than 
the  present  increase  during  the  comparable  period  a  year  earlier. 

Reflecting  the  large  supplies  of  eggs  that  were  accumulated  in  January 
and  February  and  the  continued  tight  storage  situation,  egg  prices  declined 
considerably  in  late  March  as  production  increased  further.    Compared  with 
a  year  ago,  prices  of  eggs  have  been  lower  by  a  greater  margin  at  the  pro- 
ducer level  than  at  the  retail  level,  reflecting  over-taxed  transportation, 
processing,  packaging  and  storing  facilities.    Lower  retail  prices  together 
with  the  stronger  demand  in  Easter  week  resulted  in  substantial  increases  in 
consumption  and  corresponding  reductions  in  supplies  at  terminal  markets. 
The  War  Food  Administration  in  late  March  and  early  April  took  several  steps 
to  expedite  the  purchase  of  shell  eggs  for  price-support  purposes.     In  the 
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third  week  of  April",  wholesale  prices  of  several  of  the  top  grades  of  eggs 
were  about  equal  to  prices  of  mid-March,  while  prices  of  lower  grades  were 
about  2  cents  lower. 

The  decline  in  egg  prices  in  late  March  was  followed  by  a  weakening 
in  the  demand  for  baby  chicks.    This  weakness  was  reflected  in  lower  prices 
of  baby  chicks,  some  cancellation  of  orders  for  chicks,  a  decline  in  numbers 
of  eggs  set  and  heavier  destruction  of  day-old  chicks  than  in  the  last  3 
years.     The  13  percent  fewer  eggs  indicated  to  have  been  set  during. the 
first  2  weeks  of  April  indicates  that  current  purchases  of  chicks  at  the 
reduced  prices  are  more  nearly  in  line  with  farmers'  early  season  intentions 
of  purchasing .17  percent  fewer  chicks  this  year  than  last.    Sales  of  fowl 
have  increased  moderately  since  late  March  but  the  culling  rate  to  date 
since  January  1  has  been  comparatively  low. 

Total  marketings  of  chickens  now  are  larger  than  a  y?ar  earlier  but 
.civilian  supplies  continue  moderately  short  of  demand  at  Veiling  prices. 

—  April  21,  igU4 


Estimates  of  annual  consumption  of 
poultry  and  eggs  formerly  published  in 
the  April  issue  of  this  report  are 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date  in  the 
National  Pood  Situation 
for  April  19^4 


RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Rate  of  Culling  Low;  Egg  Production 
Increased  Less  than  Seasonally 

The  number  jof  payers  on  farms  declined  from  UUl  million  head  in 
February  to  H~}k  million  in  March.    This  is  a  net  reduction  of  only  7  million 
head  —  a  record  small  decline  for  the  period.    The  culling  rate,  computed 
in  proportion  to  the  record  number  of  layers  on  farms,  was  unusually  light 
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during  the  first  quarter  of  19^.    The  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  March 
this  year  was  5«5  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  ■  Because  of  the  increase 
in  sales  of  fowl  during  March,  however,  the  gain  over  a  year  earlier  in  total 
numbers  o.f  layers  on  farms  was  smaller  at  the  end  of  March  than  at  the  begin- 
ning.   Marketings  of  fowl  by  farmers  in  the  first  half  of  April  apparently 
were  larger  than  in  the  second  half  of  March,  but  not  unusually  larger  rela- 
tive to  the  record  high  numbers  on  farms. 

Layers  on  farms  during  March  laid  an  average  of  15.6  eggs  per  bird, 
about  1  percent  less. than  the  record  number  produced  in  that  month  last  year. 
The  number  of  eggs  laid  per  bird  increased  only  33  percent  from  February  to 
March  this  year,  after  allowing  for  the  extra  day  in  February,  compared  with 
kk  percent  in  19^3  QX&  the  1933~^2  average  of  57  percent.    The  less  than 
seasonal  increase  in  monthly  production  per  bird  from  February  to  March  is 
entirely  responsible  for  the  less  than  seasonal  increase  between  those  2 
months  in  total  output  of  eggs.    Egg  production  on  farms  in  March  totaled 
million  dozens,  U  percent  greater  than  the  record  March  output  a  year 
earlier  and  U9  percent  above  the  1933~^2  average  for  March. 

Production  of  eggs  on  farms  continued  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
through  the  first  part  of  April  but  probably  by  a  smaller  percentage  than 
during  March.    Both  numbers  of  layers  and-  rate  of  lay  .were  a  little  smaller 
in  relation  to  a  year  earlier  on  April  1  than  on  March  1« 

Receipts  of  eggs  at  Pacific  Coast  and  Eastern  primary  markets  during 
early  April  were  larger  than  a  year,  earlier  but  receipts  at  Central  Western 
primary  markets  and  terminal  markets  were  smaller.    Similarly, "the  net  into- 
storage  movement  of  eggs  was  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  by  a  greater  margin 
at  the  larger  markets  of  the  nation  than  in  some  of  the  smaller  cities.  Thest 
comparisons  reflect  the  pattern  of  the  storage  occupancy  situation  and  the 
congestion  that  has  existed  in  egg  marketing  channels  for  several  weeks. 

Egg  Prices  Increased  from  Late 
March  to  First  Half  of  April 

In  the  second  half  of  March,  market  supplies  of  eggs  exceeded  current 
outlets  by  a  substantial  degree  and  wholesale  egg  prices  in  larger  markets 
were  unchanged  to  5  cents  per  dozen  lower  than  in  the  first  part  of  March. 
In  smaller  markets  of  the  nation,  particularly  in  producing  areas,  the  price 
declines  were  considerably  sharper  than  at  large  wholesale  markets.  Because 
of  insufficient  storage  space,  overtaxed  marketing  facilities,  and  limited 
supplies  of  egg  cases,  especially  those  made  of  wood, "prides  varied  greatly 
throughout  the  nation.     In  some  producing  localities  prices  received  by  pro- 
ducers were  at  the  lowest  levels  in  nearly  2  years,  and  apparently  were 
spmewhat  below  the  prices  equivalent  to  the  national  average  support  prices. 

The  average  retail  price  of  eggs  in  major  cities  surveyed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  was  5  percent  lower  in  March  this  year  than  last. 
Retail,  prices,  in  smaller  towns  of  the  nation,  however,  like  prices  at  earlier 
stages  of  distribution,  probably  have  been  lower  than  usual  relative  to  corre- 
sponding prices  in  major  cities.    Apparent  disappearance  of  eggs  in  the 
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United  States  in  March  was  2  percent  smaller  than  in  March  last  year  "but  with 
greater  consumption  in  January  and  February,  disappearance  in  the  first  quart 
of  iykk  was  2  percent  larger  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  19^3- 

Lowered  retail  prices  in  late  March  and  early  April  together  rath  the 
strong  demand  in  Easter  week "resulted  in  substantial  increases  in  purchases 
by  consumers  and  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  "visible"  supply  of  eggs, 
particularly  at  larger  terminal  markets.    Below-ceilin.g  prices  for  eggs  were 
given  widespread  publicity.    In  this  period  also        late  March  and  early 
April  --  the  Wap  Food  Administration  took  several  steps  toward  making  price- 
support  operations  more  effective.    All  these  developments  combined  to  bring 
about  rising  prices  at  the  end  of  March  and  in  the  first  week  of  April  and 
steady  prices  through  the  third  week  of  April. 

At  Chicago,  New  York,  and  San  Francisco  wholesale  prices  for  top-grade 
eggs  in  the  third  week  of  April  were  about  the  same  as  in  mid-March,  while 
prices  of  lower  grades  were  about  2  cents  per  dozen  lower.    Compared  with 
a  year  earlier,  wholesale  prices  in  the  week  ended  April  21  were  around 
10  percent  lower* 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-March  was  J>0. 1 
cents  per  dozen  compared  with  3^«0  cents  a  year  earlier  and  25«8  cents  in 
March  19^2.    The  United  States  average  price  paid  by  farmers  for  laying  mash 
in  mid-March  was  $3.60  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $3.12  in  March  last  year, 
an  increase  of  15  percent.    The  egg-laying  mash  price  ratio  in  March  was 
23  percent  below  the  ratio  of  a  year  earlier  but  15  percent  above  the  1937-^1 
March  average.    The  price  of  the  so-called  farm  ration,  computed  on  the  basis 
of  fixed  quantities  of  ingredients,  has  shown  a  greater  increase  over  last 
year  than  the  cost  of  laying  mash.     The  egg-feed  ratio,  computed  with  the 
cost  of  farm  ration,  is  relatively  less  favorable  than  the  egg-laying  mash 
ratio.    Current  prices  of  laying  mash  probably  more  nearly  represent  costs 
per  100  pounds  of  feed  actually  incurred  by  farmers.    Farmers'  purchases  of 
laying  mash  have  increased  greatly  in  the  last  3  years. 

Purchases  of  Eggs  by  T7FA  Increased 

At  the  end  of  December  19*+3»  the  War  Food  Administration  announced 
the  dried  egg  purchase  program  for  19^  and  a  program  to  support  prices  of 
shell  eggs  directly  through  purchases.    Dried  egg  is  purchased  for  war  pur- 
poses, but  procurement  of  this  product  provides  major  WA  support  to  prices 
of  shell  eggs. 

The  first  weekly  purchase  of  dried  egg,  made  in  the  closing  week  of 
I9U3 ,  totaled  over  7  million  pounds.    From  January  1  through  March  k, 
weekly  purchases  ranged  between  2  and  5  million  pounds.    Purchases  on  the 
lSkk  program,  through  February,  totaled  37  million  pounds.    In  the  5  accept- 
ance days  during  March  a  total  of  88  million  pounds  of  dried  egg  was  pur- 
chased —  the  delivery  dates  were  extended  through  January  19^5*    All  purchas 
of  dried  egg  have  been  based  on  ceiling  prices  during  the  period  and  at  the 
place  of  delivery.    The  WFA  has  announced,  however,  that  the  actual  price  to 
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"be  paid  for  dried  whole  egg  to  tie  delivered  under  contract  "beginning  with 
May  delivery  dates  shall  he  the  cost  to  drying  firms  for  shell,  frozen,  or 
liquid  eggs  plus  certain  allowances  for  conversion  costs. 

In  the  first  week  of  April  the  WFA  announced  that  dryers  of  eggs  under 
contract  to  the  WFA  for  the  delivery  of  dried  whole  egg  would  he  required  to 
pay  at  least  30  cents  per  dozen  for  the  shell  eggs  used  in  drying  in  order 
to  qualify  to  receive  the  announced  maximum  prices  at  which  the  WFA  buys 
dried  egg.    The  drying  firms  were  asked  to  certify  each  week,  what  prices 
were  paid  for  shell  eggs  delivered  to  their  plant s-«  •  If  certification  indi- 
cates that  the  equivalent  of  prevailing  support  prices  have  not  "been  paid, 
the  price  paid  by  WFA  for  the  dried  product  is  adjusted  in  accordance  with 
the  actual  cost  of  shell  eggs. 

Purchases  of  dried  egg  in  the  week  ended  April  8  totaled  about  a  half 
million  pounds  compared  with  23  million  pounds  the  previous  week. 

Since  January  the  War  Food  Administration  has  purchased  shell  eggs  for 
price  support  from  many  sections  of  the  nation  in  lots  of  600  cases.  In 
addition,  in  lh  Southern  States  eggs  have  "been  purchased  in  lots  as  small  as 
10  cases.    In  early  April  the  WFA  appointed  buying  agents  in  heavy  producing 
areas  of  the  Midwest  and  South,  in  an  effort  to  provide  an  outlet  for  eggs 
at  supported  prices  still  closer,  marketwise,  to  the  original  point  of  sale 
by  producers.    The  agents  appointed  include  well  estahli shed  marketing,  organi- 
zations and  they  were  authorized  to  "buy  current  receipt  (nest-run)  eggs 
directly  from  producers  at  not  less  than  26  cents  per  dozen  loose  "basis,  or 
from  dealers  and  storekeepers  who  certify  they  have  paid  producers  26  cents. 
Support  prices  of  graded  eggs  are  appropriately  higher  than  prices  of  nest-run 
eggs.    The  OTA  purchases  nest-run  eggs  at  29  cents  per  dozen,  thus  allowing 
the  buying  agents  3  cents  per  dozen  (90  cents  per  case  of  30  dozens)  for  costs 
of  cases,  buying,  assembling,  packaging,  and  handling.  - 

Purchases  of  shell  eggs  "by  all  methods  increased  in  late  March  and 
early  April.    In  the  first  2  weeks  of  April  the  WFA  bought  152,000  cases. 
Purchases  in  March  totaled  162,000  cases  compared  with  221,000  cases  in 
February  and  105,000  cases  in  January.    The  shell  egg  equivalent  of  all  eggs 
purchased  "by  the  WFA  (for  all  delivery  dates)  in  March  was  8.9  million  cases 
compared  with  1.8  million  cases  in  Fehruary  and-  l.h  million  cases  in  January. 
Of  the  dried  egg  purchased  on  the  19^4  program  through  the  first  quarter  of 
this  year  —  125  million  pounds  —  about  79  million  pounds  was  ^scheduled  for 
delivery  after  April  1.    Since  total  storage  holdings  of  eggs  on  April  1  was 
equivalent  to  about  8*U  million  cases  it  appears  that- even  after  allowing  for 
the  amount  of  dried  egg  owned  by  drying  firms  on  April  :1,  a  considerable 
portion  of  eggs  to  be  used  in  meeting  present  commitments  will  be  drawn  out 
of  future  egg  production.  .     ;  • 

The  price  support  program  for  eggs  in  effect  through  December  'Jl,  19^» 
as  announced  by  War  Food  Administration  in  late  January  this  year,  is  as 
follows:    -During  the. period  ending  December  31,  I9HU,  the  WFA  will  support 
prices  to  producers  for  eggs  at  not  less .than  90  percent  of  the  parity  price, 
but  in  no  .event  at  less  than  specified  prices  which  -will  he  announced  from 
time  to  time,  and  which  will  reflect  not  less  than  a  United  States  average 
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price  received  by  farmers  of  J>0  cents  per  dozen  in  the  spring  and  early- 
summer,  and  an  annual  average  United  States  price  received  by  producers 
of  Jik  cents  per  dozen.    Prices  have  been  announced  in  terms  of  specific 
grades  for  the  period  of  seasonally  low  prices,  which  extends  through  most 
of  June. 

Storage  Stocks  of  Eggs  Largest 
on  Record  April  1 

The  net  into-storage  movement  of  shell  eggs  continued  the  largest  on 
record  through  March.    On  April  1  holdings  of  shell  eggs  totaled  4.4  million 
cases  compared  with  3.2  million  cases  a  year  earlier,  the  previous  record 
high  for  that  date.    Included  in  the  reported  holdings  on  April  1  are 
194,000  cases  owned  by  the  WFA.     Substantial  amounts  owned  by  the 
Quartermaster  Corps  for  use  by  the  Armed  Services  later  in  the  year  are 
probably  also  included.     In  the  first  2  weeks  of  April  the  net  into-storage 
movement  of  shell  eggs  at  35  markets  was  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  but 
the  movement  in  the  third  week  was  slightly  larger  than  in  the  corresponding 
week  of  194-3. 

Production  of  liquid  egg  for  freezing  began  5  weeks  earlier  than 
usual  this  year  and  has  averaged  at  a  record  high  weekly  rate.    Holdings  of 
frozen  eggs  in  the  United  States  on  April  1  totaled  the  eauivalent  of  about 
4.0  million  cases  compared  with  2.6  million  a  year  earlier  and  the  previous 
record  high  for  that  date  of  2.9  million  in  1942. 

Refrigerator  Space  Continues  Limited 

The  percentage  of  freezer  space  occupied  decreased  during  March  but 
the  percentage  occupancy  increased  for  cooler  space.     In  general,  available 
refrigerator  space  is  most  fully  occupied  in  the  central  part  of  the  nation, 
particularly  in  the  western  Corn  Belt  and  in  the  Southwest.    The  increase 
in  holdings  of  eggs  during  March  was  greater  outside  the  35  markets  than  in 
these  markets. 

Marketings  of  Fowl  Increased  During  April 

Reflecting  the  increase  in  culling  rate  in  April,  average  receipts 
of  fowl  per  plant  in  the  Midwest  in  the  first  3  weeks  of  April  were 
33  percent  larger  than  average  receipts  during  March.    Reported  receipts 
at  Midwest  plants  in  April  were  about  three  times  as  great  as  a  year  earlie 
when  not  only  was  culling  very  light  but  at  that  time  a  considerable  portio 
of  available  poultry  was  consumed  locally  and  therefore  did  not  pass  throug 
the  usual  concentrating  points.    Receipts  of  young  stock  at  Midwest  markets 
have  been  seasonally  small  since  early  January  but  have  averaged  larger  tha 
a  year  earlier.    Total  marketings  of  young  chickens  from  commercial  broiler 
sections  probably  have  been  a  little  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 

Total  marketings  of  chicken  in  the  United  States  probably  have  been 
running  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  with  larger  quantities  to 
draw  on  from  storage,  civilian  supplies  have  been  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
As  a  result  of  these  larger  supplies  and  increased  supplies  of  red  meat 
compared  with  a.  year  ago,  the  demand  for  poultry  apparently  is  exceeding 
supplies  to  a.  smaller  degree  than  was  the  case  a  year  ago. 
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Prices  of  live  birds  in  most  markets  have  continued  steady  to  firm 
at  ceiling  levels.    Only  the  le«;s  desirable  qualities  have  fallen  below 
ceilings.    Demand  for  dressed  poultry  at  ceiling  prices  exceeded  supplies 
this  p?st  month,  as  it  has  for  more  than  a  year  except  for  a  brief  period 
last  fall  in  some  markets.    The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens 
in  mid-March  was  23 «8  cents  per  pound  compared  with  23*5  cents  in  March 
last  year. 

In  the  third  week  of  April,  Amendment  28. to  MPR  269  was  issued, 
effective  April  21,  19^.    This  amendment  established  increases  for  some 
months  of  the  year  over  prices  given  in  table  A  of  the  order  for  live 
and  all  types  of  processed  chickens,  fowl,  capons,  stags,  and  old  roosters, 
ducks,  and  geese.    The  price  increases  by  months  are  as  follows:  January, 
0.5  cents  per  pound;  February,  1.0  cents;  March,  1.4  cents;  April,  1,8  cents; 
May,  2.2  cents;  June,  1.0  cents.    No  increase  is  provided  for  July  through 
December.    These  monthly  increases  are   identical   to  those  for  turkeys  which 
were  established  last  October.  ...  , 

Withdrawals  of  Poultry  at  Record 
Level  in  March 

In  the  early  part  of  the  current  out-of-storage  season  sales  of 
storage  poultry  for  civilian  purposes  were  restricted  by  Pood  Distribution 
Order  91.    This  order  provided  that  all  fowl  and  chickens  in  storage  at 
the  end  of  December  were  to  be  offered  to  the  Quartermaster  Corps.  Quantities 
not  accepted  by  the  Armed  Services  were  automatically  released  for  sale  to 
civilians.    Total  storage  stocks  increased  contra-seasonally  during  January, 
decreased  moderately  in  February,  and  in  March  the  total  net  withdrawals  of 
poultry  were  the  largest  ever  to  occur  in  any  month  of  record.  Nevertheless, 
total  holdings  on  April  1  of  168  million  pounds  were  much  the  largest  on 
record  for  that  date,  and  about  3  times  the  quantity  in  storage  April  1 
last  year. 

Included  in  the  April  1  holdings  probably  are  substantial  quantities 
held  by  the  Armed  Services  for  use  in  coming  weeks.    About  88  million  pounds 
of  storage  poultry  were  purchased  by  the  Quartermaster  Corps  while  FDO  91 
was  in  effect.    This  order  was  terminated  on  April  3*    Holdings  of  each  class 
April  1  were  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  stocks  of  fryers  and  fowl  were 
by  far  the  largest  on  record  for  that  date. 

Cash  Income  from  Poultry  at 
All-Time  High  in  19^3 

The  quantity  of  all  major  poultry  items  except  turkeys  sold  by 
farmers  was  larger  in  19^3  than  in  19^2.    Prices  for  all  items  averaged 
higher  in  19^3.  however,  so  that  cash  income  from  each  category  increased 
from  19U2  to  19U3.    Cash  farm  income  from  each  poultry  product  in  19^3  was 
as  follows:    Chickens,  629  million  dollars;  eggs,  1,423  million  dollars; 
turkeys,  l6l  million  dollars;  and  commercial  broilers,  211  million  dollars. 
The  total  from  these  sources  was  2,4-24  million  dollars  compared  with  1,635 
million  dollars  in  1942.    Income  from  each  source  in  1943        a  percentage  of 
the  194?  figure  was  as  follows:    Chickens,  182  percent;  eggs,  l42  percent; 
turkeys,  111  percent;  and  commercial  broilers,  152  percent.    In  1944,  cash 
income  from  poultry  products  -probably  will  not  be  greatly  different  from  the 
I9I+3  level. 
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OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND .-  In  normal  times,  changes  in  consumer  demand  for 
eggs  usually  are  readily  reflected  in  changes  in  buying  and 
selling  conditions  at  producers'  markets.     In  other  words, 
changes  in  the  dealer  demand  at  producers'  markets  have 
roughly  paralleled  changes  in  consumer  demand  at  retail 
markets.    In  recent  months,  however,  egg  marketing  facilities 
have  become  overburdened  and  demand  conditions,  as  they  have 
prevailed  nearest  the  producers'  level,  have  not  fully  re- 
flected the  consumer  demand  in  prospect  for  19*+*+  as  a  whole. 
As  a  result  prices  declined  to  comparatively  low  levels  in 
many  locailities. 

Egg  Production  to  Decline  Seasonally 
Until  November 

The  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  March  was  5  percent  larger  than 
a  year  earlier,  but  probably  will  decline  more  than  last  year  (and  more  than 
seasonally)  until  the  annual  low  point  is  reached  in  August,  because  of  less 
favorable  egg-feed  price  relationships  and  limited  feed  supplies.    The  sea- 
sonal increase  in  size  of  flocks  from  August  to  January  is  likely  to  be  less 
this  year  than  last  as  a  result  of  the  smaller  number  of  chickens  raised  on 
farms  this  year.    The  rate  of  egg  production  per  layer  will  decline  seasonal! 
until  November  but  probably  will  average  almost  as  high  as  a  year  earlier. 
Total  egg  production  on  farms  is  likely  to  continue  larger  than  the  previous 
record  level  of  19*+3  into  the  third  quarter  of  this  year.    But  in  the  last 
quarter  the  output  is  likely  to  be  moderately  smaller  than  in  the  closing 
quarter  of  19*+3  •  output  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  in  19*+*+  as  a  whole 

including  the  nonfarm  production,  probably  will  approximate  ^,100  million 
dozens,  3  percent  above  the  previous  record  established  in  19*+3  • 

Supplies  of  eggs  for  civilians  will  not  decline  as  rapidly  as  pro- 
duction in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  since  supplies  will  be  withdrawn 
from  storage  for  consumption  in  that  period.    Compared  with  a  year  earlier, 
however,  civilian  supplies  of  eggs  will  decline  more  rapidly  from  the  spring- 
time peak,  and  in  the  closing  months  of  19*+*+  probably  will  be  smaller  than 
in  19*+3»    Demand  for  eggs  will  be  at  relatively  high  levels  throughout  19*+*+, 
since  consumer  incomes  will  be  maintained  at  a  high  level  and  civilian 
supplies  of  meat,  although  comparatively  large  in  the  first  part  of  the  year 
will  be  about  the  same  in  total  as  in  19*+3  ♦    Hence,  it  is  likely  that  the 
increase  in  egg  prices  from  present  levels,  which  are  below  ceilings,  to  the 
annual  peak  next  fall  will  be  greater  than  the  increase  during  the  comparabl 
period  a  year  earlier.    Prices  received  by  farmers  very  likely  will  increase 
more  than  retail  prices.    Prices  now  being  received  by  producers  are  below 
levels  that  ceilings  would  permit  by  a  greater  degree  than  retail  prices. 

Limited  storing  and  handling  facilities  will  be  reflected  to  some 
extent  in  less  than  optimum  distribution  both  seasonally  and  geographically, 
of  available  egg  supplies  throughout  the  remainder  of  19*+*+.    Adverse  effects 
of  these  limitations  on  prices  received  by  farmers,  however,  will  be  less 
noticeable  as  marketings  decline  from  the  present  seasonal  peak. 
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The  egg-feed  price  ratio  declined  considerably  less  than  seasonally 
from  the  relatively  low  January  level  to  mid-April.    The  egg-feed  price  ratio 
will  increase  in  coming  months,  and  in,  the  near  future  it  is  likely  to  "be  a 
little  above  the  1933~^2  average  for  the  corresponding  period.    This  ratio 
also  is  likely  to  improve  in  the  next  3  or  U  months  relative  to  19*+3 »  but  in 
the  remainder  of  19^  it  very  likely  will  average  moderately  lower  than  a  yeai 
earlier.  .  •> 

Egg  Price  Decline  Resulted  in  Weakened 
Demand  for  Baby  Chicks 

farmers  customarily  make  final  plans  for  chicken  raising  operations 
during  the  main  hatching  season,  March  through  May.    These  plans  are  influenct 
greatly  by  price  relationships  in  that  period,  without  much  consideration 
to  the  outcome  of  egg  producing  operations  in  the  previous  year  as  a  whole. 
In  making  plans  for  the  coming  year,  only  relatively  few  farmers  apparently  • 
allow  for  any  differences  between  conditions  in  the  hatching  season  and  likelj 
conditions  for  -the  coming  year  as  a  whole.    Hence  it  was,  not  unusual  for  the 
demand  for  chicks  to  weaken  considerably  following  the  decline  in  egg  prices 
in  late  March. 

The  decline  in  demand  for  cMcks  that  occurred  in  late  March  this  year 
was  reflected  immediately  in  the  cancellation  of  orders  for  considerable 
numbers  of  chicks  for- later  delivery  and  in  lower  prices  for  baby  chick3.  The 
volume  of  chicks  delivered  to  farmers  by  hatcherymen  was  not  immediately 
affected  and  the  lower  prices  for  baby  chicks  encouraged  farmers  to  purchase 
most  of  the  chicks  hatched  from  eggs  set  3  weeks  earlier.    Some  surplus -chick9 
were  reported  in  most  sections  of  the  nation,  and  to  date  the  destruction 
of  day-old  chicks  has  been  relatively  larger  than  the  average  of  the  last  3. 
years.    Although  the  number  of  chicks  hatched  "during  March  was  U  percent 
greater  than  the  previous  record  for  that  month  last  year,  output  of  chicks  in 
the  first  quarter  of  19^,  totaling        million  birds.,  was  about  1  percent 
less  than  a  year  earlier. 

The  number  of  eggs  set  in- March  was  2  percent  smaller  than  in  March 
19^3.  aJid.  declined  further  compared  with  a  year  ago,  following  the  egg  price 
decline  in  late  March.    The  special  hatchery  survey  covering  30  States, 
reported  on  .april  22,  19^,  showed  that  in  the  first  half  of  April  the  number 
of  eggs  set  was  13  percent  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  19U3 . 
The  weekly  rate  of  settings  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  April  was  also  a 
little  lower  than  the  average  during  March. 

The  number  of  chicks  booked  on  April  1  for  later  delivery  was  30  perce:' 
smaller  than  on  the  corresponding  date  last  year.    This  comparison  is-  not  as 
significant;  as  it  appears,  however,  because  ample  chicks  are,  available  to 
meet  poultrymen's  lemands  without  having  to  place  orders  so  far  in  advance. 

The  rate  of  purchase  of  chicks  by  farmers  now  appears  to  be  in  line 

with  farmers'  intentions  as  expressed  earlier  this  year.    On  February  1 

farmers  of  the  United  States  indicated  that  they  intended  to  purchase  17 
percent  fewer  baby  chicks  in  19^  than  they  purchased  in  19^3  • 
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garly  Hatch  of  Poults  Larger 
Than  Last  Year 

Farmers  have  started  considerably  more  turkey  poults  so  far  in 
than  they  did  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  previous.    A  sample  of 
commercial  hatcheries  reported  2k  percent  more  eggs  set  and  28  percent 
more  poults  hatched  in  March  this  year  than  last.     On  February  1  farmers 
indicated  that  they  intended  to  raise  2  percent  more  turkeys  this  year 
than  last.    However,  with  8  percent  more  breeder  hens  and  a  heavy  early 
season  start,  the  increase  may  moderately  exceed  2  percent. 

Poultry  Supplies  are  Increasing 
Seasonally 

With  the  large  early  hatch  of  chicks  for  flock  replacement  and 
heavier  than  usual  culling  in  prospect,  it  is  likely  that  farm  marketings 
of  chickens  will  continue  larger  than  a  year  earlier  through  the  third 
quarter  of  l^kk.    No  data  are  available,  for  the  period  since  January, 
to  indicate  with  reasonable  accuracy  how  the  present  scale  of  national 
broiler  operations  compares  with  a  year  earlier.    But  with  less  favorable 
relationships  between  chicken  prices  and  feed  prices  than  prevailed  a  year 
ago,  it  is  likely  that  the  drop  from  a  year  earlier  in  broiler  production 
that  first,  became  noticeable  late  in  Octoiteer  19^3i  will  continue  for  some 
time  to  come.    Both  prices  of  chicken  and  prices  of  feed  are  at  ceiling 
levels. 

Total  chicken  supplies  for  civilians  probably  will  continue  larger 
than  the  record  of  a  year  earlier  into  the  third  quarter  of  19*+*+»  but  there- 
after supplies  are  likely  to  decline  compared  with  19^3 •     It  now  appears 
likely  that  the  total  slaughter  of  chickens  in  the  United  States  in  19^ 
will  be  around  3t500  million  pounds,  d resse  d  w eight,  compared  with  3»821 
million  in  19^3-    Production  of  both  farm  chickens  and  commercial  broilers 
in  I9UU  apparently  will  be  moderately  smaller  than  the  record  I9M-3  output. 
For  19^+  as  a  whole,  civilian,  supplies  per  capita,  probably  will  be  about 
15  percent  lower  than  the  all-time  record  reached  in  19^3»  "but  much  higher 
than  annual  consumption  per  capita,  in  any  year  prior  to  19^3*  Requirements 
for  noncivilian  purposes  are  somewhat  larger  this  year  than  last.     So  with 
the  strong  consumer  demand  in  prospect  it  is  probable  that  all  available 
supplies  will  be  absorbed  at  prevailing  ceiling  prices. 
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